DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE
U.S. Military Annuitant Pay
8899 E 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46249-1300
www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary

May 15, 2020

Dear Student SBP Child Annuitant,
Why we are writing
We are pleased to tell you that we simplified the school certification form and overhauled the
process to reduce the paperwork and make it easier and more convenient for you.
College students will now certify annually instead of each term, students will self-certify so
they will no longer need a school official signature or school documentation when they certify fulltime attendance, and the new DD 2788 - Child Annuitant’s School Certification form is shorter and
simpler.
What you need to know
The plan’s payments to child annuitants typically end when they reach age 18. However, if
the child annuitant attends school full-time, they are eligible to continue receiving payments until the
end of the school year during which they turn 22, as long as they remain unmarried. To continue the
annuity payments, a child annuitant over 18 must regularly certify they are a full-time student.
What you need to do
The new form and process are much easier and simpler. You can start using them now!
Please see the enclosed information and use the instructions that fit your individual situation.
Also, if you are not yet using myPay, activate your profile and add an email address and
phone number now at https://mypay.dfas.mil so we can send you an email reminder when your
school certification is coming due.
If you have questions
We have detailed information on our School Certifications webpage:
www.dfas.mil/schoolcerts. You can also call our Customer Care Center at 800-321-1080.
We appreciate the opportunity to serve you.
Sincerely,
Director,
Retired and Annuitant Pay

INSTRUCTIONS
A new DD 2788 - Child Annuitant’s School Certification form and a new Child Annuitant’s
Certification for Previous Attendance Letter are enclosed in this packet. In the future, the Previous
Attendance Letter you receive in the mail will be pre-filled with the information you provided previously
on your DD 2788 form, so you can simply confirm and sign.
If you have stopped attending school full-time and don’t intend to return to full-time schooling in
the next 150 days, you must notify us immediately by sending a signed DD Form 2788 or by sending us
a written statement stating you are no longer a full-time student. Please include your full name, daytime
phone number, the member’s social security number and your signature on all written correspondence.
Please use the instructions below that fit your individual situation:
If you have already sent us the NEW version (form dated May 2020) of the DD 2788 with your
full future attendance information for the upcoming school year (the expired DD 2788 only covers one
term/semester), you do not need to return anything.
College Students and High School Students Over 18 Attending School Full-Time
If you have not yet submitted your school certification form for the most recent term/semester,
please fill out, sign and return the new DD 2788 form and new Child Annuitant’s Certification for
Previous Attendance Letter enclosed in this packet as soon as possible. We must receive it no later than
60 days from the date of this letter.
If you have already submitted your school certification form for the most recent term/semester,
please fill out, sign and return the new DD 2788 form as soon as possible. This is so we have your full
future attendance information for the upcoming school year and you won’t need to fill out another DD
2788 until summer of 2021 (unless you graduate or stop attending school full-time). Please return it no
later than 60 days from the date of this letter.
High School Students and College Students Turning 18
If you have not yet submitted your first school certification form, please fill out, sign and return
the new DD 2788 form as soon as possible. We must receive it no later than 60 days from the date of
this letter. To continue annuity payments, a child annuitant over 18 must regularly certify they are a fulltime student.
If you have already submitted your first school certification form, please fill out, sign and return
the new DD 2788 form as soon as possible. This is so we have your full future attendance information for
the upcoming school year and you won’t need to fill out another DD 2788 until summer of 2021 (unless
you graduate or stop attending school full-time). Please return it no later than 60 days from the date of
this letter.

Reminder: DFAS has an online upload tool where students can upload school certification
documents through AskDFAS on the DFAS.mil website, which is also accessible on a mobile browser.
The online upload tool is at (this link is case-sensitive): https://go.usa.gov/xymaH

DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE
U.S. Military Annuitant Pay
8899 E 56th Street
Indianapolis IN 46249-1300
www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary

May 15, 2020

Dear Annuitant:
Since you are between ages 18 and 22, you are only entitled to receive annuity payments if you are unmarried and
attend school full time. You have already received annuity payments based on a previous declaration of an intent to attend
school on a full time basis as an unmarried person. The purpose of this document is to confirm the past school attendance for
which you have already received payment. Completion of this information is mandatory and must be received within 60 days
from the date of this document. Failure to complete and submit this document, along with DD FORM 2788, Child Annuitant’s
School Certification (used to document your intent for future school attendance), will result in suspension of the annuity, cause
us to question your entitlement to the annuity payments that we have already paid (based on your earlier declaration of an intent
to attend school) and may result in an obligation to repay annuity payments already received.
Upon completion of this document, please submit it, along with DD Form 2788, Child Annuitant’s School Certification
(if you intend to declare your future intent to attend school on a full time basis for the coming school year) by fax at 800-9828459, by mail to U.S. Military Annuitant Pay 8899 E 56th Street Indianapolis, IN 46249-1300 or through the online AskDFAS
upload tool within 60 days from the date above.
MEMBER'S SSN: _______________________________________
MEMBER'S NAME: _____________________________________
ANNUITANT'S NAME: ___________________________________
NAME OF SCHOOL: ____________________________________
DATE SEMESTER BEGAN (MM/DD/YYYY): _____________________________
DATE SEMESTER ENDS/ ENDED (MM/DD/YYYY): ________________________
ACADEMIC WORKLOAD LEVEL: Full-Time Status
ANNUITANT’S MARITAL STATUS: Unmarried

By signing below you are certifying that all information provided is true and correct to the best of your knowledge and belief. You
are also certifying that you acknowledge that you must immediately notify the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS)
if you transfer to another school, discontinue school attendance, reduce attendance to less than full-time or marry. You further
agree to return all overpayments of student benefits to which you are not entitled under the law. Any intentionally false
statement, willful concealment of material fact, or use of a writing or document knowing the same to contain a false, fictitious,
or fraudulent statement or entry, is a violation of the law punishable by a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not
more than 5 years, or both. (18 U.S.C. 1001). Note that it is your responsibility to ensure the academic workload met your
school’s definition of full-time:

_________________________________________
SIGNATURE/DATE

______________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS / PHONE NUMBER

If you dropped below a full time status as you previously declared, or if you have married, it is your responsibility to contact DFAS
immediately, in writing, and explain in your own words what happened between the time that you declared an intent to
attend the above school and today. Please include your full name, daytime phone number, the member’s social security
number and your signature on all written correspondence. Send your explanation to DFAS by fax at 800-982-8459, by mail to
U.S. Military Annuitant Pay 8899 E 56th Street Indianapolis, IN 46249-1300 or use the AskDFAS online upload tool. Please see
www.dfas.mil/schoolcerts or call DFAS at 800-321-1080 for more information. Since you have already received annuity
payments based on your previous declaration of an intent to attend school on a full time basis as reflected above, you may be
responsible to return those payments, for periods that you did not attend school on a full time basis, or for the period in which
your marital status changed from single to married.

COMPLETION OF THIS DOCUMENT IS MANDATORY. IF YOU INTEND TO CONTINUE SCHOOL FULL TIME, A
DD FORM 2788 TO DECLARE YOUR FUTURE INTENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS DOCUMENT

Instructions to Complete the Child Annuitant’s Certification for Previous Attendance Semester
Transition Letter

MEMBER’S SSN: Write in the deceased military member’s social security number
MEMBER’S NAME: Write in the deceased military member’s full name
ANNUITANT’S NAME: Write in your full name.
NAME OF SCHOOL: Write the name of the school you attended/attend for the most recent/current
semester.
DATE SEMESTER BEGAN: Write in the date the most recent/current semester began.
DATE SEMESTER ENDS: Write in the date the most recent/current semester ended or is scheduled to
end.
ACADEMIC WORKLOAD LEVEL: If you have dropped below a full-time status, please contact DFAS in
writing immediately (see instructions on letter).
ANNUITANT’S MARITAL STATUS: If your marital status has changed, please contact DFAS in writing
immediately (see instructions on letter).
SIGNATURE/DATE: Sign and date.
EMAIL ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER: Please provide your email address and a phone number where you
may be contacted, if necessary.

