SEC. 624. REVISION OF ENLISTMENT BONUS AUTHORITY.

(a) BONUS AUTHORIZED- (1) Title 37, United States Code, is amended by inserting after
section 308i the following new section:

“Sec. 309. Special pay: enlistment bonus

(@) BONUS AUTHORIZED; BONUS AMOUNT- A person who enlists in an armed force
for a period of at least 2 years may be paid a bonus in an amount not to exceed $20,000.
The bonus may be paid in a single lump sum or in periodic installments.

"(b) REPAYMENT OF BONUS- (1) A member of the armed forces who voluntarily, or
because of the member's misconduct, does not complete the term of enlistment for which a
bonus was paid under this section, or a member who is not technically qualified in the skill
for which the bonus was paid, if any (other than a member who is not qualified because of
injury, illness, or other impairment not the result of the member's misconduct), shall refund
to the United States that percentage of the bonus that the unexpired part of member's
enlistment is of the total enlistment period for which the bonus was paid.

“(2) An obligation to reimburse the United States imposed under paragraph (1) is for all
purposes a debt owed to the United States.

"(3) A discharge in bankruptcy under title 11 that is entered less than 5 years after the
termination of an enlistment for which a bonus was paid under this section does not
discharge the person receiving the bonus from the debt arising under paragraph (1).

() RELATION TO PROHIBITION ON BOUNTIES- The enlistment bonus authorized by
this section is not a bounty for purposes of section 514(a) of title 10.

“(d) REGULATIONS- This section shall be administered under regulations prescribed by
the Secretary of Defense for the armed forces under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of
Defense and by the Secretary of Transportation for the Coast Guard when the Coast Guard
is not operating as a service in the Navy.

“(e) DURATION OF AUTHORITY- No bonus shall be paid under this section with respect
to any enlistment in the armed forces made after December 31, 2001.".

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 5 of such title is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 308i the following new item:

"309. Special pay: enlistment bonus.".

(b) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED ENLISTMENT BONUS AUTHORITIES- (1) Sections



308a and 308f of title 37, United States Code, are repealed.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 5 of such title is amended by striking
the items relating to such sections.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE- (1) The amendments made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
October 1, 2000, and apply with respect to enlistments in the Armed Forces made on or
after that date.

(2) The amendments made by subsection (b) shall take effect on October 1, 2000. The
repeal of sections 308a and 308f of title 37, United States Code, by such subsection shall
not affect the validity or terms of any bonus provided under such sections for enlistments in
the Armed Forces made before that date.



